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Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The term "vinyl isoprene" is unclear in that isoprene has several possible points of 
attachment where a substituents can be placed and it is therefore unclear where the 
vinyl moiety is on the isoprene. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent nnay not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jiang et al. (US 2004/0127614). 

Jiang discloses an article having an olefin polymer with greater than 40% crystallinity 

(Abstract) which may include syndiotactic polypropylene (spp) at paragraph 297 and 
which may contains styrene butadiene/isoprene styrene block copolymer (paragraph 
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456) and ethylene methyl acrylate copolymer (paragraph 460) and in which the article 
may be tubular (paragraph 663) or formed into a bag (paragraph 512). 
There are no examples In which all of applicants features are present in combination 
simultaneously. However to arrive at such would have been obvious to a practitioner 
having an ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention in the expectation of 
adequate results absent any showing of surprising or unexpected results. 

Claims 1-3, 5, 10 1 1 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Ajbani et al. (US 2004/0151933). 

The reference discloses a composition containing a component "c" which may be a 
styrene-isoprene/butadiene-styrene block copolymer and a "thermoplastic resin" 
(Abstract) which may include spp (paragraph 25). Ethylene methylacrylate may be 
added in paragraph 56. Note claim 24 where the material is used as an adhesive to 
overmold on a substrate. 

There are no examples in which all of applicants features are present in combination 
simultaneously. However to arrive at such would have been obvious to a practitioner 
having an ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention in the expectation of 
adequate results absent any showing of surprising or unexpected results. 

Claims 1-3 and 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Morizono et al. (US 2003/0049477). 
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Patentees disclose a composition requiring spp (abstract) and which may contain a 
styrene butadiene/isoprene block copolymer (paragraph 353).The material may be used 
to form tubes (paragraph 770) or laminates (paragraph 754). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jeffrey C. Mullis 
at telephone number 571 272 1075. 

Jeffrey C. Mullis 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1796 

JCM 
3-20-08 



/Jeffrey C. Mullis/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1796 



